
 Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD) Advisory Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 6:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens’ Center 
Heron Lake, MN 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Paul Pietz, Jerry Christopherson, Jerry Ackermann, Julie Lopez, Rod Sankey, City of Worthington; Dave 
Thiner, Murray County; Naomi Hill, Allen Jensen, Mona Henkels, Murray SWCD; Erin Nordquist, 
Catherine Wegehaupt, Jan Voit, Jim Buschena, and Dale Bartosh, HLWD 
 

1. Call to Order 
Paul Pietz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Minutes 

The minutes of the September 3, 2015 HLWD Advisory Committee meeting were reviewed. A 
motion was made by Allen Jensen and seconded by Mona Henkels to approve the minutes as 
written. The motion passed unanimously.   
 

3.   HLWD Board of Managers Meeting Observations 
• September – The meeting was very short. Candidates for the watershed coordinator 

were presented. A loan was approved. Managers were civil. The meeting was closed to 
discuss litigation. There was no feedback at the end. 

• October - There was not a lot of discussion. The board decided to look at the Engler 
property before they make a decision to accept it. 

• November – Because the location was changed, people were able to hear the managers’ 
conversation. The discussion about the Engler property was the most that anyone had 
heard the managers have.  

 
4.   Discussion Items 

• Engler property 
Chuck Engler has added a provision in his will to donate land along Duck Lake to the 
HLWD when he passes away. He is doing this because he wants the property to 
remain in a natural state, rather than being developed. Chuck purchased that 
portion from Allen and Nancy Jensen after the house was sold and moved because 
of the Highway 60 expansion. Chuck approached Jan Voit a couple of years ago to 
begin discussing the possibility of a land gift. He has a memorial sign for his wife on 
the property that the HLWD would mow around. 

 
Discussion was held regarding the land donation, possible expenses, honoring the 
wishes of the donor, potential for learning or teaching area, and making a 
recommendation. Jerry Christopherson made a motion to recommend that the HLWD 
accept the Engler property donation. Mona Henkels seconded this. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

• Grant application – Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Grant application 



The project will include two 35-acre fields. One with cover crops, one without. Soil 
samples will be collected and the Haney Soil test will be done. Yield data will be 
collected on the harvested crops and a simple per acre economic analysis will be done. 
 

• Grant application - National Wildlife Federation (NWF) Cover Crop Champions 
The NWF grant round is now open. A grant application is being written for an 
opportunity to expand cover crop partners to include local farm cooperatives. Training is 
provided by the NWF. That techniques learned will be used in meeting with staff from 
each cooperative to determine the possibility of incorporating cover crops into their test 
plots in the fall of 2016. The application deadline is December 22, 2015. 

 
• Grant applications 

Neither the grant application for altered hydrology or wood chip bioreactors was 
approved for funding. 
 

• Staffing change 
Erin Nordquist was hired as the WFDMR Watershed Coordinator. She started her job on 
October 5, 2015. 

 
• Judicial Ditches 

The final hearings for Jackson County Judicial Ditch (JD) #30, Branch A-1, and Lateral 
were held on November 5, 2015. The projects were approved. 
 
The preliminary hearing for Jackson County Ditch #3 was held on December 10, 2015. 
The engineer was authorized to draft a final report. Viewers will be appointed at the 
January meeting. 
 

• Litigation 
The HLWD managers that were present were asked if they were going to hire a lawyer 
to manage their money as was recommended by the insurance company. They were 
also asked what that would cost. The board has not discussed this. Discussion was held 
regarding the annual audit, audience members being ignored, that there is not much 
openness at HLWD meetings, and the possibility of an open mike at the beginning of 
meetings.  
 

• Fulda Lake 
Discussion was held about the vegetation, chemical use for weed removal, and windmill 
aerators. 
 

• Secretary position 
Allen Jensen volunteered to be the secretary. 



 
5.    Adjourn          

A motion to adjourn was made by Rod Sankey and seconded by Julie Lopez. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Allen Jensen 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 


