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Farmer Group Timeline 
Year 4 
 

Climate Extension Educator Checklist Complete 
Year 4   
Discuss survey and interview findings with extension educators to inform ongoing 
development of outreach strategies and materials. 

• The quarterly report was drafted and submitted on September 9, 2015.  
• The CSCAP Extension Team met via conference call on September 14, 2015. 

State updates were given for Michigan, Indiana, Missouri, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa. Suresh Lokhande and Lori Abendroth gave an 
operations update.  
 

Jamie Benning provided information about the farmer surveys. The final 
survey for farmer cooperators will be mailed the week of September 14, 
2015. Extension educators will make follow-up calls to farmers reminding 
them to complete the survey the week of September 21, 2015. There are 
conference calls on the second Friday of each month for the Cover Crop 
and Drainage Water Management groups.  
 

Work group progress was discussed. Each person was asked to review the 
“Lessons Learned” white paper and send their comments to Chad Hart and 
Lois Wright Morton by November 2, 2015. 
 

• The CSCAP Extension Team met via conference call on October 5, 2015. 
State updates were given for South Dakota, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa. Suresh Lokhande gave an operations update.  
 

There has been a good response for the farmer surveys. Some states have 
a 50% return rate. The overall return rate is 25 to 30%. A request was made 
for a list of non-responders for each state and a summary of the results. 
 

There are conference calls on the second Friday of each month for the 
Cover Crop and Drainage Water Management groups. No one was able to 
participate in the calls during the month of September. Work group 
progress was discussed. Each person was asked to review the “Lessons 
Learned” white paper and send their comments to Chad Hart and Lois 
Wright Morton, Iowa State University (ISU) by November 2, 2015. 
 

• On October 14, 2015, Jeff Strock, Shawn Wohnoutka, and I met to 
brainstorm ideas for a final event with our farmer group. During the 
discussion, we determined: 

o We will host an event in late January (week of the 18th – except 
Monday or Tuesday) or early February (week of the 8th) at the 
Southwest Research and Outreach Center (SWROC) in Lamberton 
to highlight the CSCAP results in cover crops, tillage, drainage water 
management, and extended rotation. 

In 
progress 



o Tentative speakers for each category would be Eileen Kladivko, Rick 
Cruse, Jeff Strock, and Joe Lauer. 

o We would send personal invitations to the farmer cooperators 
asking them to come to Lamberton where we would host the event. 

o Travel at that time of the year can be difficult, so instead of having 
the speakers come to us, use technology and have a webinar. 

o If we do this by webinar, then we could expand beyond just inviting 
our farmer cooperators and make this a multi-state venture. 

• Time was spent through Doodle polls to find a date and time for the 
proposed presenters for the February CSCAP results webinar to meet. So 
far, there has not been a date that will work for the majority. 

• Catherine Wegehaupt worked with individuals in the farmer group to 
collect any final farm data for the CSCAP data base. 

Educators continue to develop farmer-led watershed groups and local farmer peer 
groups. 

• On October 22, 2015, the press release for the Conversations about Cover 
Crops was drafted and distributed. A flyer and mailing list were created. 
The flyer and press release were mailed on October 26, 2015.  

The flyer and press release were mailed to additional addresses that were 
provided on November 2, 2015. PowerPoint presentations were created 
for Christoffer, Ackermann, Brunk, and Post on November 5, 2015. 
Revisions were made on November 9 and 10, 2015. 

The HLWD hosted Conversations about Cover Crops on November 10, 2015 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Participants met at the American Legion Hall 
in Okabena. Coffee and cookies were served during registration. The event 
included presentations about 2015 cover crop results from Bryan Biegler, 
Brian Post, Bruce Brunk, Tim Hansberger, Dave Christoffer, Jerry 
Ackermann, and Darwin Roberts. Following the question and answer 
session, attendees made a site visit to harvested cover crop fields. In 
addition, a map was provided that contained the locations of cover crop 
fields in Jackson and Nobles Counties. There were 36 people in attendance. 

• On November 3, 2015, Catherine Wegehaupt and Jan Voit met with Lori 
Oh, Iowa State University, via conference call to register for the Food-
Energy-Water Nexus conference in Washington, DC. The conference will be 
held in January 2016. We will be participating in this professional 
development opportunity offered to CSCAP Extension colleagues. The 
costs of travel, hotel, and registration are covered. Conference and hotel 
reservations had to be completed by November 10, 2015. Conference 
registration, hotel reservations, and the flight arrangements have all been 
confirmed. 

 

 

In 
progress 

Active farmer groups use performance-based environmental management tools to 
collect data on water, carbon and nitrogen in their watershed and apply experiments 
similar to Objective 2 field trials. 

No activity 

Selected farmer leaders attend year 4 annual convening to increase farmer-scientist 
exchanges. 

No activity 



 

Educators work with producers in their respective state with various web tools. 
 

No activity 
 

Data gathered from tools are aggregated and shared with individuals and farmer groups. 
  

No activity 

 
Reporting 
A report will be required by May 30, August 31, November 30, 2015 and February 28, 2016. The 
report should be emailed to Dr Jeff Strock at jstrock@umn.edu and carbon copied to Molly 
Werner at werne022@umn.edu.  
 
Payment Terms 
Total payment of $15,585.00 from 3/1/14 to 2/28/15. Please include an invoice with each 
report. The amount of each quarterly invoice should be $3,896.25. 
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